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    Maine  De p artme nt of Agriculture , Conse rvation, and  Fore stry, Land  Use  Planning 
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  To re q ue st d igital d ata for a town or organization, visit our we b site .
  http ://www.b e ginningwithhab itat.org/the _map s/gis_d ata_re q ue st.html

Data Sources

This map  highlights und e ve lop e d  natural are as like ly to p rovid e  c ore  hab itat b locks and  
hab itat c onne c tions that fac ilitate  sp e c ie s move me nts b e twe e n b locks. Und e ve lop e d  
hab itat b locks p rovid e  re lative ly und isturb e d  hab itat cond itions re q uire d  b y many of 
Maine ’s sp e c ie s. Hab itat conne c tions p rovid e  ne c e ssary op p ortunitie s for wild life  to trave l 
b e twe e n p re fe rre d  hab itat typ e s in se arch for food , wate r, and  mate s. Road s and  
d e ve lop me nt fragme nt hab itat b locks and  can b e  b arrie rs to moving wild life . By 
maintaining a ne twork of inte rc onne c te d  b loc ks towns and  land  trusts can p rote c t a wid e  
varie ty of Maine ’s sp e c ie s— b oth rare  and  common— to he lp  e nsure  ric h sp e c ie s d ive rsity 
long into the  future . Maintaining a ne twork of the se  large  rural op e n sp ac e s also p rote c ts 
future  op p ortunitie s for fore stry, agriculture , and  outd oor re c re ation. 
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Regional Undeveloped Blocks

De ve lop e d  Are as
0 - 250 acre s

250-500 acre s

500-1,000 acre s

1,000-5,000 acre s

> 5,000 acre s
1 inch equals 5 miles1 : 325,000

Aerial Imagery
Ae rial image ry is ofte n the  b e st tool availab le  to visualize  e xisting p atte rns of d e ve lop me nt 
and  re sulting change s in the  natural land scap e . By d e p ic ting und e ve lop e d  hab itat b loc ks, 
hab itat conne c tors and  conse rve d  land s with ae rial p hotos, the  map  use r can more  e asily 
id e ntify op p ortunitie s to e xp and  the  size  and  e c ological e ffe c tive ne ss of local conse rvation 
e fforts.

Habitat Blocks
Development Buffer (pale transparency)
250-500 foot b uffe r around  imp rove d  road s and  d e ve lop e d  are as b ase d  on 
d e ve lop me nt inte nsity.
Undeveloped Habitat Block
Re maining land  outsid e  of De ve lop me nt Buffe rs. Blocks gre ate r than 100 acre s 
are  lab e le d  with the ir e stimate d  acre age .

Highway Bridge Connectors
Highway b rid ge s along I-95 and  I-295 that sp an rip arian hab itat conne c ting 
ad jac e nt b ut se p arate d  hab itat b locks.The se  are  locations whe re  sp e c ie s are  
like ly to take  ad vantage  of infrastructure  to move  b e twe e n hab itat b loc ks.

Undeveloped Block Connectors
Like ly road  c rossing are as linking und e ve lop e d  hab itat b locks gre ate r than 100 acre s. The  
thre at of hab itat fragme ntation and  animal mortality corre sp ond s to traffic volume . 

Re d  line s re p re se nt hab itat road  
crossings with d aily traffic volume s 
gre ate r than 2000 ve hicle s p e r d ay.

Y e llow line s re p re se nt hab itat road  
crossings with d aily traffic volume s 
le ss than 2000 ve hicle s p e r d ay.

Re p re se nte d  hab itat c onne c tions id e ntifie d  through comp ute r mod e ling highlight locations
whe re  q uality hab itat is like ly to oc cur on b oth sid e s of a give n road  b e twe e n und e ve lop e d
hab itat b locks gre ate r than 100 acre s and  b e twe e n highe r value  we tland s.The se  
re p re se ntations are  ap p roximate  and  have  not b e e n fie ld  ve rifie d .

Approximate Road Crossing Habitat Connections

Riparian Connectors 
Like ly crossing locations for we tland  d e p e nd e nt sp e c ie s moving b e twe e n wate rways and  
we tland s d ivid e d  b y road s 

Purp le  line s re p re se nt rip arian road  
crossings with d aily traffic volume s 
gre ate r than 2000 ve hicle s p e r d ay.

Blue  line s re p re se nt rip arian road  
crossings with d aily traffic volume s 
le ss than 2000 ve hicle s p e r d ay.

The  State  of Maine ’s c onse rve d  land s d atab ase  includ e s land s in fe d e ral, state , and  
non-p rofit owne rship . It d oe s not includ e  many p rivate ly owne d  c onse rvation land s, 
e sp e c ially those  p rote c te d  b y local land  trusts, or town owne d  conse rvation land s. For the  
most ac curate  and  curre nt information ab out land  owne rship , c onsult with the  local 
asse ssor and /or othe r local land  manage me nt age ncie s. If p ub lic ac c e ss p ote ntial to any 
of the  p rop e rtie s d isp laye d  he re  is unc e rtain, land owne rs should  b e  contacte d  to 
d e te rmine  if p e rmission is ne c e ssary.

Conserved Lands

Ownership Type  (transparent layers)

State
W ild life  Manage me nt Are as and  othe r p rop e rtie s manage d  b y the  De p artme nt of Inland  
Fishe rie s and  W ild life , state  p arks, and  p arc e ls manage d  b y the  Bure au of Parks & 
Land s.

Private Conservation
Prop e rtie s owne d  and  manage d  b y p rivate  (usually non-p rofit) organizations such as 
The  N ature  Conse rvancy, Maine  Coast He ritage  Trust; Trust for Pub lic Land , and  local 
land  trusts.

Easement
Voluntary le gal agre e me nts that allow land owne rs to re alize  e c onomic b e ne fit b y 
p e rmane ntly re stric ting the  amount and  typ e  of future  d e ve lop me nt and  othe r use s on all 
or p art of the ir p rop e rty as the y continue  to own and  use  it. 

Federal
N ational p arks, fore sts, and  wild life  re fuge s. (Includ e s Canad ian conse rve d  land s.)

Municipal
Town p arks, wate r d istrict p rop e rtie s, community fore sts, e tc.


